Steps we can take

Shoreline Landowner
Implementation Toolbox

HABITS

Minimize fertilizer use

Pick up & dispose of pet waste properly ENH ANCEMENT

Clean up & spread out campfire ash

: Remove invasive plants F IX
Use less salt & de-icers dd native ol store a deeraded shoreli
he sh A natve plants to no-mow areas ¢ Restore ad egraded shoreline
Stop mowing near the shore :
P q g i Redirect runoff away from the lake
Let unused areas grow natura :
: 8 . Y : Plant native trees & shrubs
Embrace your ice ridge (don’t flacten it) : . 55
Pump your septic every 3 years to capture or direct runoff
Stagger your water use -
gBery Leave woody habitat in the water

Leave aquatic plants in place

Spread out water use '

—r

( Lower Costs, Less Effort

Higher Costs, Greater Effort )

Lakeshore property owners are firsthand witnesses when imbalances occur within a
watershed. All of the surrounding land within a watershed contributes to the overall
health or deterioration of water quality. Your local SWCD works with all types of
landowners to protect the natural resources and water quality in and around your
Lake.
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Website: www.cassSWCD.org

/‘ Email: SWCD@casscountymn.gov
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AMENDMENT

YOUR Clean Water
Fund AT WORK

using hiocnginecring tcchniqucs

o Install raingardens / diversions

mea/ [ﬂéké Triendly!

(ntroduction

In 2018-2019, the Soil and Water Conservation
Districts (SWCDs) in Cass and Hubbard counties
partnered with the Leech Lake Band and local citizens
to develop a comprehensive watershed management
plan for the Leech Lake River Watershed. This plan
consists of:
1. Watershed based planning to improve efficiency.
2.Data-driven decision making tied to measurable
goals that are designed to maintain and improve
water quality over a 10 year period.

Because this is Minnesota’s favorite place.
Lakes are our heritage and our way of life.
There is a direct correlation between water
quality and economic sustainability in this
area. If we work to keep our lakes clean

future generations will continue to enjoy

3.Leveraging Clean Water Legacy Amendment funds [ 71=;)
for targeted projects that improve watershed

health. Property owner Checklist!

Grab a pen (yes, from that junk drawer!) and

Be ﬂyOOa ”e"'yé 60,‘) ta ée Cﬂf@ yOJli‘ /aée,/ take. a moment to check off how your lot' and
habits measure up. Small steps make a big

impact—Ilet’s see where you stand!

Keep your backlot healthy and
encourage natural spaces with

native plants ] Plant and protect

trees along your
shoreline

® [C] Maintain an unmowed shoreline
© protection zone outside of where

I-I ©) i your family accesses the dock

O Mamtaln Septic E

System by pumping
every 3 yrs .

D Minimize outdoor salt & s*‘
water softener salt use o . . ¢

T [[] Use alined fire pit

D Proper[y dispose and dispose of ash . . .
o pet waste away from the lake D Maintain and increase

native plants to keep
\\\ shoreline stable

D Discontinue fertilizer
use near lakes

<l [[] Install a rain garden to
prevent dirty stormwater / | \

from getting into the lake

"Harmonizing people, water, forests, and the economy in a place to renew your spirit.”



Wy does it matter?

Froperty Values

What is your home
worth?

Studies of Minnesota lakes
show that lake property values
can be directly tied to water
quality. For a three-foot
decrease in water clarity,
prices fell up to $594 per
shoreline foot. For a three-
foot increase in clarity, prices
increased up to $423 per
shoreline foot.

Wheat care we 0o?

Private landowners can help
improve lake water quality and
achieve watershed plan goals by
implementing the projects
outlined in the table on the right.

Want to learn more
about taking care of
lakes?

Watch a short video at:
www.cassSWCD.org /shoreline-protection

Do you enjoy fishing and
swimming?

Minnesota’s native gamefish, such as
walleye, need clear water to see their
prey, aquatic plants to hide and spawn in,
and shade to keep cool. Keeping native
plants in the lake and trees along the
shoreline provide shade, spawning
habitat, and protection for the gamefish
we love to catch. These plants and trees
also help stop runoff and keep the lake

lake?

‘/ Habitat

Do you enjoy watching
loons, eagles, butterflies
and other wildlife at the

These critters depend on
shoreline plants for nesting
and cover, trees and forests for
their homes, and native plants
and flowers for pollinating.
Keeping some of your yard
natural enhances the habitat,

cleailr’ fpr swimming and recreational ensuring their survival.
activities.
Barnum Lake Minimum
Goal Implementation Action 10-yr Goal
Install rain gardens & implement storm water management Reduce phosphorus
Phosphorus . . - < .
X practices to capture rainwater and let it infiltrate instead of input by 5%.
Reduction PN
running into the lake. 3lb/yn
Install shoreline buffers of native plants to protect Work t.o develop .75%
i . h i shoreline protection
the shoreline from erosion and provide habitat for .
. ) o by developing 25ft
Shoreline fish and wildlife.
. buffers along lake.
Protection
Plant trees along the shoreline 280 trees
and upland zone.

Have subsurface sewage treatment systems maintained /
pumped every 3 years

Develop septic system
monitoring schedule.
Pump every 3 years.

Seal 2 wells per year

restoring natural shorelines. SWo

Groundwater Seal unused wells in the shoreland zone. g
=74 | or as needed.
SWED
L . . . Education & outreach
Minimize chloride use on driveway & sidewalks. Install L
. - to lake associations
and use only high efficiency water softeners.
once every 3 years.
Partner with Lake Association and partners to deliver Provide guidance,
Education sustained, consistent messaging about protecting and tools, and support to

lake association.

$ = money available

ass
g = Cass SWCD cost share available

Contact Cass SWCD (www.cassSWCD.org) for technical and financial assistance.
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Currently Protected: 69%
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